
                                                                                                                                                  
 

Project Title:  KESS2 PhD Scholarship: New Models for Enhancing Entrepreneurial  
   and Intrapreneurial Skills via the Digital Economy 
 

Project Team:  Professor Nick Clifton (Academic Lead Supervisor) 
   Professor Tom Crick (Academic Supervisor) 
   Mr Lee Sharma (Lead Company Supervisor) 
 

Project Outline:    

In comparison to the rest of Wales – and the UK - the economy of South West Wales and the Valleys has a weaker 

entrepreneurial culture, and by extension a less robust private sector, particularly with regard to those sectors 

having the highest potential for growth and retaining competitiveness. There are however some relative 

strengths in the region in certain Welsh Government Priority Sectors, for example in ICT & Digital Economy, and in 

Advanced Engineering & Materials. Ultimately, the project aims to assist in translating these relative strengths 

into improved economic outcomes more broadly.  

Working with Simply Do Ideas, the project seeks to assist in raising the entrepreneurial potential of South West 

Wales and the Valleys whilst also tackling the barriers to innovation and creativity in larger firms. Simply Do Ideas 

operate in the areas of Enterprise Education, Start-up Support, and Innovation and Development 

(‘Intrapreneurship’), with existing clients from across education, industry, charities and government. The project 

will involve the successful applicant working closely with academic supervisors at Cardiff Met and the senior team 

at Simply Do Ideas to develop a mutually beneficial improved understanding of entrepreneurial support models in 

the digital economy.  This will ultimately allow Simply Do Ideas to improve their offer to prospective users - thus 

strengthening their own business while assisting both nascent entrepreneurs in South Wales and larger 

organisations seeking to become more innovative. In the long term, the goal will be to ‘export’ this model to 

other parts of the UK and internationally.  

What we are looking for: 
We seek an enthusiastic individual with the ability to work across academic and commercial environments to help 
deliver real solutions. An undergraduate honours degree is required with a minimum classification of 2:1 and a 
Master’s Degree is desirable although not essential. Applicants should have a background in entrepreneurship 
and/or innovation studies, ideally with a particular interest in digital technologies and digital aspects of learning. 
For an informal discussion, please contact Prof Clifton nclifton@cardiffmet.ac.uk  
 

Application Deadline:  July 31st 2017 
 

Proposed work as detailed below:  
WP1: State of the art review of the literature on innovation, creativity and models of entrepreneurial learning; 
WP2: Gather and analyse a mix of quantitative and qualitative data within Simply Do Ideas – performance data 
from client companies (innovation, financial, market); 
WP3: Gather and analyse external data – the nuanced views of Simply Do Ideas service-users regarding their needs 
and expectations 
WP4: Review of stakeholders more broadly with regard to economic models emerging in the field, other examples 
of best practice that might be employed or adapted within Simply Do Ideas; 
WP5: Analysis and thesis write up. 
 
 
 

mailto:nclifton@cardiffmet.ac.uk


The scholarship offers all eligible participants (student):  

 KESS PhD Scholarship holders do not pay fees; 

 A monthly stipend in line with RCUK rates: 3 years of funding @ £14,198 per year for PhD  

 An additional budget to support your research of £3,000 for travel, conference attendance, minor equipment, 
consumables and training  

 An opportunity to access a suite of higher level skills training & attendance at a residential KESS Grad School 

 A minimum of 30 days a year working with the company partner on their allocated project 

 Students must complete & submit their thesis within 3.5 years for PhD  

 All participants must complete the KESS Postgraduate Skills Development Award 
 

To be eligible for the scholarship, applicants should have UK or EU Citizenship, and be resident in the convergence 
area of Wales on appointment (or are graduates from HEIs in the convergence area or working in the 
convergence area immediately prior to starting the project), and should have the right to work in the region on 
qualification.   
 
Residence confirmed by providing documents such as driver’s licence, tenancy agreement or recent statement 
from bank or building society. 
 

The map for the eligible can be found here.  NB: The map also illustrates other assisted areas in the UK, however 
only the West Wales and the Valleys (in blue/grey:  noted as 'a' areas) is eligible in this project. 
 

To obtain an application form (Participant Application Form) and for further information regarding KESS2 at 
Cardiff Metropolitan, Please click here   
 

To apply, please submit completed application form to Professor Nick Clifton nclifton@cardiffmet.ac.uk  
 

Interviews for this post will ideally take place in the week beginning August 21st, with a proposed commencement 
date of October 2nd  
 

Supported by Knowledge Economy Skills Scholarships 2 (KESS2) which is an All Wales higher level skills initiative 
led by Bangor University on behalf of the HE sector in Wales. It is part funded by the Welsh Government’s 
European Social Fund (ESF) convergence programme for West Wales and the Valleys. 
 

Project Team:  
Prof Nick Clifton is Professor of Economic Geography and Regional Development, and Research Excellence 
Framework Coordinator within Cardiff School of Management. He has worked extensively (academic research, 
consultancy and knowledge transfer) in the areas of institutions and regional innovation systems, SMEs, and 
economic development policy. His research interests lie in the fields of regional economics, small business and 
entrepreneurship, networks, business strategy, innovation and creativity. He has been involved in authoring more 
than 100 journal articles, conference and working papers, research consultancy reports, edited books and 
chapters. My research has attracted support from a wide range of organisations in the UK such as the Economic 
and Social Research Council (ESRC), Regional Studies Association, Welsh Assembly Government, HEFCW, Cardiff 
Council, Federation of Small Businesses, The Scottish Executive, and NESTA. He is a Fellow of the Higher Education 
Academy and an affiliate of the Martin Prosperity Institute, Rotman School of Management, University of 
Toronto. Knowledge transfer experience involves a number of fully-funded SIPs and KTPs, he served on the 
Institute of Welsh Affairs 3rd term advisory board for Welsh Govt, and currently also serve on the advisory board 
of the Central Cardiff Enterprise Zone. 

 http://www.cardiffmet.ac.uk/management/staff/Pages/Nick-Clifton.aspx  

 

Prof Tom Crick is Professor of Computer Science and Deputy Director of Enterprise at Cardiff Metropolitan 
University. He is the Nesta Data Science Fellow, a 2014 Fellow of the Software Sustainability Institute, an HEA 
National Teaching Fellow and previously a Science Media Fellow with the BBC. His interests sit at the 
research/public policy interface, solving data-driven and computationally-intensive problems across a range of 
domains, as well as innovation in public services, digital transformations, science policy, STEM education and 
skills/infrastructure for the digital economy. In 2013 he chaired the Welsh Government’s review of the ICT 
curriculum and is currently an expert adviser on digital skills. More recently, he has been part of the UK Digital 
Skills Task Force, to identify practical solutions to enable UK industry to meet the digital skills gap. He has 
extensive experience of advice and digital policy work at Ministerial and senior civil servant level, as well as with 

http://www.ukassistedareasmap.com/ieindex.html
http://www.cardiffmet.ac.uk/research/Pages/KESSII.aspx
mailto:nclifton@cardiffmet.ac.uk
http://www.cardiffmet.ac.uk/management/staff/Pages/Nick-Clifton.aspx


Nesta, BBC, the Wales Audit Office and a number of local authorities across the UK. He is a Trustee of BCS, The 
Chartered Institute for IT and the British Science Association. 

http://www.cardiffmet.ac.uk/management/staff/Pages/Professor-Tom-Crick.aspx 

 

Project supervisor at Simply Do Ideas will be Lee Sharma, CEO. Lee started a recruitment agency in 1999 – in 
three years, he rapidly grew the business to include clients such as Legal & General, Panasonic and KPMG 
ultimately resulting in a successful exit. He then went from being a startup to helping startups through managing 
two national startup government programmes. Moving into enterprise education Lee achieved a Masters in 
Enterprise Education in 2007. In 2015, he decided to take this experience and apply what he had learned to create 
educational technology company Simply Do Ideas. The organisation has grown rapidly and is now serving 
customers from across all levels of education, national charities, banks and government. 

https://www.simplydo.io/media/downloads/brochure2016.pdf  
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