
 

Date: 3 February 2017 

 
 

Dear University President, 

 

Re: Executive Order proposing a 90-day suspension of visas and other 
immigration benefits to all nationals of Iran, Iraq, Sudan, Yemen, Libya and 
Somalia and indefinite suspension in respect of Syria. 

 

Cardiff Metropolitan University recognises the invaluable experience that student 
and staff mobility brings to both students and staff and their home and host 
countries. 

Cardiff Met has the third highest percentage of international students of any UK 
university and the University welcomes International students from across the globe 
to study in Cardiff.  

The University’s strong reputation in international education has also been 
developed through its overseas partnerships where 6,350 students are currently 
studying for Cardiff Met awards in 14 countries, including in China, Sri Lanka, 
Oman, Singapore, Lebanon and Egypt.  

In addition, over 1,000 international students are currently studying at the 
University’s two Cardiff campuses in Wales in the UK and these students come 
from over 100 countries worldwide. 

Professor Mohamed Loutfi, Pro-Vice Chancellor International and a council member 
of The Magna Charta Observatory of Fundamental University Values and Rights 
has significant experience in developing and delivering European Union projects for 
education reform, accreditation and quality assurance in the Ukraine, Russia, 
Jordan, Lebanon and Egypt.  

Professor Cara Aitchison, the University’s Vice-Chancellor, and a Board Member of 
the Arab European Leadership Network in Higher Education, has undertaken 
research and teaching on Muslim identity and mobility, including significant work in 
Iran. As the University’s President Professor Aitchison is committed to leading a 
university that values diversity and welcomes students and staff of all nationalities 
and religions. 



 

Staff at Cardiff Met are dedicated to the wellbeing and equality of opportunity of all 
students and are proud of the service provided to international students, as 
evidenced by the International Student Barometer which has ranked the University 
top in the UK for six years for ‘International Student Support’.  

The Executive Order, issued on Friday 27 January 2017, which introduced a 90-day 
entry ban for nationals from Iran, Iraq, Libya, Somalia, Sudan, and Yemen to the 
USA, and an indefinite ban to those from Syria, may have affected students and 
academics at your institution. 

Cardiff Metropolitan University wishes to extend a global hand of friendship and 
would be honoured to offer the opportunity for staff and students affected to 
continue their engagement with education either in Cardiff in Wales, subject to entry 
requirements, or through the University’s Transnational Education Network across 
10 countries including a number of countries in North Africa, the Gulf and the Middle 
East: 

http://www.cardiffmet.ac.uk/partnerships/transnational/Pages/default.aspx  

If Cardiff Metropolitan University can be of any assistance at this difficult time, 
please contact the International and Partnerships Office at: 

International@cardiffmet.ac.uk 
+44 (0) 2920 416 045 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

    

Professor Cara Aitchison PhD    Professor Mohamed Loutfi PhD 

President and Vice Chancellor   Pro-Vice-Chancellor International 
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